
 
 

CALAFCO Board 2016 Committees  
At their November 13 meeting, the CALAFCO Board 
appointed members to the 2016 standing committees as 
follows: 
 
Legislative Committee Nominations Committee 
Jim Curatalo (South) Bill Connelly 
Shiva Frentzen (Central) James Curatalo (Chair) 
William Kirby (At-Large) John Marchand 
John Leopold (Coastal) Anita Paque 
Mike McGill (At-Large)  
Ricky Samayoa (North) Awards Committee 
 Cheryl Brothers 
Gay Jones (a) (Central) Larry Duncan (Chair) 
Michael Kelley (a) (South) Michael Kelley  
Anita Paque (a) (At-Large) William Kirby 
Sblend Sblendorio (a) (Coastal) John Leopold 
Josh Susman (a) (North)  
  

2016 Annual Conference  
Gay Jones  
Gerard McCallum  
Sblend Sblendorio (Chair)  
Josh Susman  

 
Conferences and Workshops Update 
 
2015 ANNUAL CONFERENCE A SUCCESS 

A final Conference report was 
provided to the Board on November 
13.  Participant evaluations rated the 
overall experience a 5.2 out of 6.0, 
and there was an evaluation  return 
rate of approximately 38%, which is 
the highest ever received. Financially, 

the Conference was successful in that revenues slightly 
exceeded budget and expenses were lower than budgeted. 
Overall, it appears a net profit of approximately 34% was 
earned, which exceeds the Association’s policy of 15%.  
This year, $18,738 was received in Conference 
Sponsorships. 
 
Total attendance was 252 registrants with 11 guests and 
17 guest speakers, for a total of 280. CALAFCO wishes to 
once again thank our Conference host, Sacramento LAFCo, 
and program committee chair David Church, along with 
everyone who helped to plan and execute this year’s 
Annual Conference. All Conference materials are posted on 
the CALAFCO website. 
 
2016 STAFF WORKSHOP 
Plans are underway for the 2016 Staff Workshop. Our host 
this year is Los Angeles LAFCo and we will be at the Hilton 
Universal City. The Workshop is set for March 30 – April 1. 
The theme is JEOPARDY: What is the Evolving Role of LAFCo? 
A special Mobile Workshop panel and tour is planned at 
Universal Studios to learn about the NBC Universal Evolution 
Plan, Alt. No. 10: No Residential Alternative, and the program 
planning committee and host LAFCo are planning a fun  

 
 
 

surprise for our luncheon and dinner entertainment! 
Look for program and registration details coming soon. 

 
2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
The program planning committee is being formed to begin 
planning the program for the next Annual Conference. The 
dates are October 26 – 28, 2016. We will be hosted by 
the Santa Barbara LAFCo and will be at the Fess Parker 
DoubleTree by Hilton.  Planning for this conference will get 
underway shortly. 
 
CALAFCO U Update 
The final CALAFCO U for 2015 was 
held in Sacramento on November 9. 
The topic was Implementing SB 88 – Water System 
Consolidations: What Does It Mean For LAFCo?  Panelists 
included staff from the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) and the Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research (OPR). After hearing about the functions of the 
SWRCB, an overview of SB 88 and how the SWRCB plans 
to implement the legislation, attendees had an 
opportunity, in small group discussions, to provide the 
panel feedback on potential issues, how we see LAFCo 
involved in the implementation, and what would be 
needed in order to make that work. This information is 
being collated and will be presented back to the SWRCB 
and OPR, and used by CALAFCO to work on clean-up 
legislation this coming year. There were a total of 34 
people in attendance. Initial evaluation results indicate 
the session was very well received.  
 
 
 

CALAFCO Board Actions  
The Board met on November 13 and 
took the following administrative 
actions: 
 

 Made Board Committee appointments as noted 
above; 

 Received and filed the 1st Quarter financial reports 
indicating the Association continues to be in strong 
fiscal health; 

 Renewed the contract of CALAFCO’s Administrator 
Jeni Tickler for another three years; 

 Renewed the Executive Director’s contract for 
three years, and approved the change in 
compensation to account for an average of 32/hrs. 
week as part of that contract renewal (as 
previously approved by the Board and reported to 
the membership); 

 Adopted a revised FY 2015-16 budget based on all 
of the Board’s organizational changes made at 
their July 31 meeting;  

 Approved  the recommended 2016 Legislative 
Committee staff appointments;  

 Reviewed the Association’s current Legislative 
Policies, which resulted in no recommendations for 
potential changes; and 
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    Received the request for consideration of a CALAFCO 
Code of Ethics Policy, and supported the idea of a 
subcommittee creating a draft policy for the Board’s 
review and consideration at their February 2016 
meeting. 

 
CALAFCO Legislative Update 
2016 will be the second year of the two-
year legislative cycle. The Legislative 
Committee (Committee) held its first 
meeting via conference call November 6 
with the first in-person meeting set for 
December 11 in Sacramento. While the 
legislature is currently out of session, 
there is a lot of work going on behind the 
scenes. 
 
During the legislative recess, CALAFCO’s work with OPR and 
the SWRCB continues. OPR has been holding a series of land 
use and water workshops along with rural communities 
workshops, planning six across the state over the past two 
months or so. While attendance to these workshops is by 
OPR invitation only, CALAFCO has ensured at least one 
LAFCo has been present at each one.  
 
CALAFCO conducted a two-part series of LAFCO 101 in the 
Capitol for legislative staff the first two weeks of November. 
While attendance was lower than anticipated, those that did 
attend took away an enlightened understanding of LAFCo 
authority.  
 
During their November meeting, the Board took a great deal 
of time deliberating the Legislative Committee’s feedback of 
potential legislative priorities for 2016 during their November 
13 meeting. The outcome of those deliberations was a 
general consensus of the priorities for 2016 which will be 
reported back to the Legislative Committee during their 
December 11 meeting. Those priorities include maintaining a 
focus on potential legislation to strengthen the relations 
between LAFCos and JPAs, limiting the number of items that 
are contained within the 2016 annual Omnibus bill, and 
focusing efforts in participating in (but not sponsoring) 
legislation to clean up SB 88. The Board further restated their 
intention to sponsor legislation on amending Protest 
Provisions, with the focus as a priority for the 2017-2018 
legislative session (rather than in 2016). The Board 
acknowledged other priorities are not able to be considered 
at this time due to CALAFCO’s resource limitations.  
 
A full detailed legislative tracking report can be found on the 
CALAFCO website in the Members Only section.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CALAFCO Associate Members’ 
Corner 
This section highlights our Associate 
Members. The information below is 
provided to CALAFCO by the Associate 
member upon joining the Association. All 
Associate member information can be found in the 
CALAFCO Member Directory. 
 
Earlier this year CALAFCO highlighted three of our Gold 
Associate Members. In this edition we highlight the rest of 
our current Gold Associate Members.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Meyers Nave  
Meyers Nave is a law firm 
dedicated to providing 
California’s public agencies 
both general counsel and specialized services in matters 
involving land use, annexations, incorporations, labor and 
employment, Brown Act, telecommunications, eminent 
domain and other critical areas. Meyers Nave has been a 
Gold Associate Member since February 2006. Learn more 
about Meyers Nave at www.meyersnave.com.  
 
Project Resource Specialists  

Project Resource Specialists provides 
management and legislative support to all 
levels of local government including LAFCo 
for Municipal Service reviews, agency 
organization and project management 
support. Beginning as a Silver Associate 
Member in May 2007, they became a Gold 

Associate Member in July 2014. Learn more about Project 
Resource Specialists by emailing them at 
ehrlichprs@gmail.com.  
 
CALAFCO wishes to thank all of our Associate Members for 
your support and partnership. We look forward to continuing 
to highlight our Associate Members in each Quarterly Report. 
 

Mark Your Calendars For These Upcoming 
CALAFCO Events 

 
 CALAFCO Legislative Committee meeting, December 

11, 2015, Sacramento 
 CALAFCO Legislative Committee meeting, January 22, 

2016, San Diego 
 CALAFCO Board of Directors meeting, February 5, 

2016, Irvine 
 

Look for a 2016 calendar of events coming in 
December. 
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